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Intent

Our aim at Westlands Primary School is to inspire children’s curiosity, interest and appreciation for 
the world that they live in. We intend to equip children with the geographical knowledge to develop 
their skills through studies of places, people and natural and human environments.
 
As geographers, pupils are exposed to a rich and balanced curriculum that provides them with 
essential component knowledge and new vocabulary, as well as geography skills. As pupils progress 
through the school, they will develop an insight into the links between physical and human 
processes and how landscapes and environments have changed and continue to change over time. 
Through Knowledge Rich Projects and Imaginative Learning Projects  such as: ‘Investigating our 
World’ and ‘One Planet, one World’. Children will learn their role as global citizens and their place 
within the world and have an understanding of how human behaviour has shaped the world.
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Implementation

How is Geography taught at Westlands Primary School?
At Westlands Primary School, we begin each geography topic by introducing children to the learning with a ‘Knowledge Organizer’ to  
familiarise learners with the vocabulary that they need to be able to engage with the curriculum fully. Our geography curriculum has been 
developed in a way that links to our history curriculum . This is designed and developed for our pupils through the Curriculum Maestro 
platform. There is one Geography themed Curriculum Driver per year, with Geography then being a defined knowledge and skills thread 
within History projects in the other two terms. Essentially, key knowledge learnt in History provides a meaningful context for the Geography 
units which follow, as frequently, learning in Geography and History, by their nature are very much intertwined.

Through our Geography curriculum, children have opportunities to investigate and interpret a range of geographical locations in Britain and 
across the wider world. We encourage children to become geographers through collecting, analysing and communicating through 
discussion our findings. Where possible, we ensure cross curricular links with maths and literacy. Geography provides excellent 
opportunities to support all learning abilities through investigations, outdoor learning and analysing data. We are incredibly fortunate to have 
a vast amount of outdoor space, including Forest School, to allow children to be ‘hands on’ with the environment and develop a deeper 
understanding of their impact as humans on the environment.
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Geography in Early Years Foundation Stage

The Early Learning Goals (ELG) in EYFS teach children Geography through the following areas: Understanding of the world, 
People, Culture and Communities and the Natural World. Children learn to describe their immediate environment and draw 
upon skills such as observation, discussion, whilst being immersed in a range of supporting texts including nonfiction, story and 
maps.
Learners are taught to explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, whilst 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

When learning Geography through the ‘Natural World’ Early Learning Goal, children draw similarities and differences between 
contrasting environments, whilst also drawing upon what has been read in class through a rage of texts, as well as personal 
experiences. They learn about the natural world around them ,as well as processes and changes such as the seasons.

- Relation to places, objects, materials and living things
- Talk about the features of their environment
- Talk about how environments may vary from one another (different, hot, cold, far away, close, near)
- Make observations of animals and plants and talk about changes (colours, tall, small, long, short)
- Know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, among families, communities and traditions 
- Know that we live in sittingbourne 
- Know that Sittingbourne is in England

-
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Inclusive Practice

Within our teaching of Geography, we provide children with tasks which are suited to their developmental 
age and their skill level. All tasks and activities are modelled where possible by an adult and adaptations 
are made to the activity to ensure that it is accessible and scaffolded for the best possible pupil 
engagement and outcomes. Children are encouraged to question, share their ideas on how to approach the 
theme given and share their prior knowledge of subject areas. Discussion and hands-on activities underpin 
the teaching and learning in Geography and our SEND pupils are supported with adaptive strategies such 
as: pre-teaching of vocabulary, use of resources such as word mats, frames and software such as Clicker.

Throughout all lessons, the key vocabulary is being used and children are reminded of their meanings and 
given opportunities to use the vocabulary as they produce their work. The most important knowledge and 
skills needed by all learners is prioritised for our SEND learners, to ensure that they are given the 
opportunity to access the most appropriate and important elements of the Geography curriculum, so 
acquiring knowledge which they can build upon year-on-year.
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Enrichment Activities

In Geography, we aim to provide opportunities for children to explore their learning in a more practical 
way.  Some Art enrichment activities at Westlands Primary include:

● Children explore the schools grounds and Forest School areas, suing their geographical skills 
and considering human impact on our immediate environment

● Children take part in field trips in our local area - looking at human and natural geographical 
features

● Children engage in cross-curricular and Geography based field trips to enrich and deepen their 
knowledge and understanding of geography

Enrichment activities often see high levels of pupil engagement in the subject and lead to high quality 
outcomes, as well as providing valuable and memorable experiences.
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Curriculum Impact
At Westlands Primary, we measure children’s progression in Geography 
against the core curriculum skills and objectives for each year group. 
Children acquire skills which build on, year-on-year, as well as a rich 
knowledge in each  Geography curriculum driver. Children’s knowledge 
builds from knowing about local geography, to a knowledge of the wider 
world; trade, community, natural and human geography and how 
humans impact our planet. This ultimately provides the children with an 
understanding of their place in the world.

This will be evidenced through:
● ‘Express’ end point assessments for KRPs
● Completed displays of children’s work 
● Photographs
● Evidence in books
● Learning walks
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Assessment
Our Geography curriculum offers high quality and well planned lessons, which are progressive in nature. Geographical 
questioning helps pupils to gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of the world and its people.  Schemes of work 
explicitly set out the essential knowledge and disciplinary skills of geography to be taught. By introducing children to conceptual 
themes, we are able to assess children’s understanding of geography. It also helps us identify areas in which we need to 
encourage deeper learning.
Through our curriculum, pupils learn to think critically and ask perceptive questions. In order to ensure our aims and intent 
have been met, we scrutinise what children have learnt through:

● Assessing children’s knowledge of key component learning as set out within schemes of work.
● End point assessments - identifying and analysing the quality of children’s explanation of the key ideas and 

knowledge in each Knowledge Rich Project with an and of unit assessment  - known as ‘Express’.
● Assessing children’s understanding of topic linked vocabulary.
● Interviewing the pupils about their learning (pupil voice conversations).
● Moderation and scrutiny of pupil’s books and professional dialogue between teachers to assess the quality of 

children’s learning.
● Sharing good practice in staff meetings
● Marking of written work in books against the school’s marking policy

Geography

Westlands Primary School



National Curriculum 
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Assessment
Our Geography Curriculum Drivers come with an ‘Express’ 

assessment at the end of each driver in years 2-6.

These are presented as a short assessment of knowledge with 
traditions SATs style questions or as a ‘Quiz’. Teachers also 
assess through questioning, observation of discussion and 

activities and marking of books. 

Our younger geographers use floor books to record their 
experiences of geography, and teachers use the evidence 
collected in floor books, as well as observational and pupil  

conversations.


